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| MELTS 22 . 22 5. iv. v. ad 
>THE HOUR COMETH, AND. Now 106, WHEN THE TRUE 
WORSHIPPERS SHALL WORSHIP THE FATHER, - IN 


© SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH. / 


Lord and the woman of Samaria, 
Fg turned upon theſe points; namely“ Where 
dhe place of worſhip ought to be- who the 


proper object of it was—and in what manner 


He is to be known, and ought to be wor- 
ſhipped.” Upon theſe topics I propoſe te to en- 
e in the following diſcourſe. 


. Tux woman, as ſoon as the found the 


perſon ſhe Was talkin g with, was a Prophet, 


8 6 OO 


\HE ſubject of converſation between our 


nt, wah 


. N 1 
a * —— 7 * * 


2 2 


A — 
2 2 Iv 
wud ont in A eee er rs 


* 
NN . 


— _ 


— 
. 


333 
— 


. 
# —_ 11 Ce ap — 
& "EEE In — — 
8 * 4; ä * Re G =. 9 G a 3 G3 
4 E 2" TIL IQ 8 — 
Dy. ut. — — ot; e OEE +4 : > 


Ry ot = (4 
2 2 
. : 3 
CCC 
eps one — — — . 


4 4," 
J 
4s) 
a3] 
(ME 
ny? 
| 


. — * — 
> = ITT IS * — "= * 
5 2 
— — =, : —_— n Gn . — . 77 — 
” ——_ 4 B — Wes * r * +; - PE, Pas 12 
— 8 9 — _ 2 b LIE 2 2 N A » 2 222 * 
ore og ——— ˙ V —ͤ—ͤ— — >, 3 3 N «A . 
. % 2 8 
” L . 
4 na -. 
as 


TT 


puts a queſtion to him, relating to the place 
of worſhip. * Our fathers,” ſays ſhe, © wor- 
ſhipped in this mountain; and ye ſay, that in 
Jeruſalem is the place where men ought to 
worſhip.” She does not plead the command 
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| g of God to juſtify this cuſtom, but merely 
F ancient uſage, and the right of preſcription 
; Her fathers worſhipped there; and that 
/ . circumſtance was a rule to them ſufficient to 
© ſuperſedeall other. The Samaritans did not 
want means of information in this particular. 
| One of the prieſts, who had been carried 


away from Samaria, was ſent to dwell amongſt 
them, purpoſely to teach them, How they 
o ſhould fear the Lord.” From Him they muſt 
1 have learned that © Jeruſalem was the place 
= where men ought to worſhip.” But when a 
people have been long attached to ſuperſtitious 
rites and ceremonies, cuſtom and prejudice 
E + have more force than truth and reaſon; and 
1 tte circumſtance of their fathers having 
= 1 worſhipped in that mountain,” had power 
to * even over divine . 


x by r ee EE, 


Tux reply, | hh 6 our Lord Babe to her, 
is, woman, believe me, the hour cometh, 
when | 


E 


when ye ſhall neither in the mountain, nor 
yet at Jeruſalem worſhip the Father.” She 


who had been uſed to think that there was 
ſomething ſacred in particular places, and that 
prayers offered up in them had a particular 
efficacy, is here told, that even the Temple 
| ſervice at Jeruſalem would ſoon ceaſe, and that 
the worſhip of © the Father” would be con- 
| fined neither to that place nor to the mountain 

in Samaria; but in whatever part of the 


world there were true worſhippers, the Fa- 
ther would condeſcend to be adored. The 


earth is the Lord's, and all that dwell therein. 
No ſpot fo ſolitary and concealed, but that a 


private worſhipper might thence acceptably 
pray to, and praiſe his Creator, if his mind 


were in a proper frame. The diſpoſition of his 


heart would fanRtify his devotions, and not 


the Place i in-which he offered them. 


II. Ir the Samaritans were very zealous 
about the place from whence they were to pre- 
fer their prayers, they were at the ſame time 
equally ignorant of the Being, to whom they 
ought to addreſs them. Ye worſhip,” ſays 


our Lord, 4 ys know not what.” They were 
1 - 2 | not 
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not entirely without a knowledge of God; 
nor did they wholly negle& his worſhip ; but 

they aſſociated their deities with him, and 
ſuffered them to ſhare in other adorations. 
This appears in their hiſtory. * Then one of 
« the prieſts came and dwelt in Bethel, and 
taught them how they ſhould fear the Lord. 
% Howbeit, every nation made gods of their 
own, and put them in the houſes of the 

„high places, which the Samaritans had 
made: ſo they feared the Lord, and ſerved 
their own gods, after the manner of the 
nations whom they carried away from 
« thence x. This ſpecies of idolatry is ex- 
preſsly forbidden in the Scripture, I am 
« the Lord, that is my name, and my glory 
« I will not give to another, neither my praiſe 
9 to graven images +.” And what rendered 
this practice moſt culpable in them, was, that 
they neither followed the light of nature, nor 
the inſtructions of the prieſt, who had been 
ſent to teach them. When they knew God, 
* they glorified him not as God,” but divided 
their duty between Him and other beings, 


: *2 Kings, xvii, 28. | | i Iſa. xlii. 8. N 


which 


. 1 
which their anceſtors had deified, and thus 
4 fell into the molt ſenſeleſs idolatry. 


suck muſt be ever the caſe : for when 
once that primary idea, of One Almighty 
Father of the Univerſe, is given up, there is 
nothing ſo abſurd and ſhocking which igno- 
Trance and folly may not adopt. How cautious 


then ought men to be, in admitting ſenti- 
ments at all derogatory from the peerleſs Ma- 


jeſty of Jehovah, as they never fail to lead 
them into the wildeſt errors, and inconceiv- 
able ſuperſtition. And what renders this 
caution ſtill more neceſſary, is, that cor- 
ruptions in religion are more difficult to re- 
move than any other. An error in worſhip, 


however palpable and abſurd, and by what- 


ever means it creeps in, is often retained for 
no other reaſon, but becauſe it is there al- 


ready. So much greater veneration is always 


paid to antiquity, than to truth! This was 
exactly the caſe with the Samaritans; for we 


read, that they feared the Lord, and ſerved 


&« their graven images, both their children, 


«© and their children's children ; as did their 


«* fathers, ſo do they, unto this day.” 


Bur 
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- Being, to whom He offered theſe addreſſes, 


. 


Bur this ignorance and uncertainty was not 


to be found amongſt the Jews. God hadgma- 


nifeſted himſelf to them by the moſt wonder- 


ful evidence of his power, wiſdom, and good- 


neſs. Theſe divine attributes were all exerted, 
to give them a clear and perfect knowledge of 
their duty to Him. He ſhewed his ways 
*« unto Moſes, his works unto the children of 


« Iſrael.” And we repeatedly read, what was 


intended by this diſplay of the attributes of 
God; that they might impreſs a devout and 


Taſting idea of his unity and ſupremacy ; 
* that they might know that the Lord he is 
God, and that there is none elſe beſide 


cc Him.“ 


We find our Lord alſo, during the whole 


of his miniſtry, adhering to this fundamental 
principle of his national religion. His re- 
peated and fervent acts of prayer are recorded 


in ſcripture, and the object to whom he pre- 
ferred it, is moſt clearly aſcertained. He has 
left us not only his own example for our imi- 


tation, but a moſt comprehenſive form of 


words for our uſe and direction. The great 


was. 


„ 
| was One, and the ſame. He never varied 
from the object, nor taught his countrymen 
to adore any other than HIM, to whom they 
had been accuſtomed. When he poured forth 
praiſes and thankſgivings, they were uttered 
in this ftrain,  *© I thank Thee, O Father, 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, that Thou haſt 
ce hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, 
« and haſt revealed them unto babes.” When 


he meant to expreſs his ſubmiſſion to the di- 


vine will, and his readineſs to fulfil the pur- 
poſes of his miſſion, he made uſe of theſe 


words: O my Father, if this cup may not 


« paſs away from me, except I drink it, thy 
will be done.” Agreeably to his own, prac- 
tice, He taught his diſciples, ** Pray to 2% 


60 Fatber, which is in ſecret, and thy Father, 
c who ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee 


. « openly. Uſe not vain repetitions, for your 
«Father knoweth what things ye have need of 
e before ye aſk him.” The Apoſtles followed 
his example, and taught the fame doctrine. 
For this cauſe,” ſays St. Paul, I bow my 
* knees. unto the Father of our Lord Jeſus 


” 7 Get 4 ; giving thanks always for all things to 


60 God, 
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CO God, even the Father *.” And, that both 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles looked up for 
ſuccour, to One and the ſame Almighty 
Being—the great Parent of the Univerſe, 
the Father of mankind—appears from theſe 
words of our Lord, Go to my brethren, | 
* and fay unto them, I aſcend unto my Fa- 
„ther, and your Father, and to my God, 
ss and to your God .“ The ſame truth the 
apoſtle Paul aſſerts to his e converts: 
Though there be a multiplicity of deities, - 
«© and imaginary beings, that are called Gods, 
« whether in Heaven or in Earth; to us 
« Chriſtians, there is but One God the Fa- 
* ther —of whom are all wings, and. we by 
18 Him 8 | 


Tux bare recital of theſe texts, is ſuf- 
ficient to eſtabliſh their meaning, That they 
ſhould ever have been miſtaken or miſap- 
plied, is the wonder. For they are no leſs 
agreeable to our natural notions'of the Deity, 
than they are to the whole tenor and defign of 
Scripture. Vet ſtill, as Was the caſe in St. 


* Epheſ. iii. 14, 20. + John xx. 17. 71 Cor. viii. 5, 6. 
To Paul's 


- R 


0 > 


Paul's time, © There is not in every man this 


knowledge, but there might be, if the 
Scripture were the univerſal rule of faith. 
This is a plain and eaſy directory; all other 
guides, are not only fallible, but more apt to 


- miſlead and bewilder, than to give any intel- 


ligible information. The bare terms, in 
which ſome of them couch their knowledge, 


are often more abſtruſe and difficult to be 
comprehended, than the ſubject of which they 


treat. The end too propoſed, between theſe 


different ways of inſtruction, is very apparent. 
The one“ is profitable for doctrine; for re- 
eee, for correction for inſtruction in 
e rightcouſneſs ; that the Man of God may be 
perfect; thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 
works.“ The other, is totally unprofitable; 
being taken up in barren ſpeculations, which 


perplex the underſtanding, without any moral 
improvement, without planting one virtue 


in the heart. The ſureſt way, therefore, in 


our religious concerns, is to adhere to the 
words of Scripture, in every particular ; by fo 
doing, we ſhall become the true worſhip- 


pers, who know what we worſhip; and 
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© who worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in 
truth; for the Father ſeeketh och to wor- 
_ ' ſhip nm 


8 We are naturally led to conſider, thirdly— 
the manner in which the Divine Being is to be 
known, and ought to be adored. Such a re- 
velation of Himſelf and his will, as the Al- 
mighty granted to the Jews, had not been 
vouchſafed to other nations. He had not 
&« dealt ſo with them, neither had the Heathen 
e ſuch knowledge of his laws.” Our Saviour 
' miglit well affirm to the woman of Samaria, 
„ we know what we worſhip, for ſalvation is 
« of the Jews.” But we are not here to ima- 
gine, that the Jews knew more about the 
eſſence, or mode of God's exiſtence, than the 
| Samaritans did. No! this was a ſecret un- 
fathomable by them both. Their ſuperiority | 
conſiſted in what, if rightly applied, would 
have terminated in a practical knowledge of 
their Maker; in pious affections towards 
Him ; and in a dutiful regard to his laws. 
And wherever, in Scripture, we meet with 
ſuch an expreſſion, as, © knowing God,” or, 
| | the 


"RY 
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| . Eu 
< the knowledge of God, it is always con- 1 
nected with ſome moral duty, or revelation * 
of Himſelf, which is plain and intelligible ; || 
and never implies an abſtruſe notion, or me- | | 
taphyſical idea. David ſays, ** Thou, Solo- i | 
* mon, my ſon, £ know” thou the God of thy 9 
« father, and ſerve him with a perfect heart, q | 
« and with f- willing mind ; for the Lord I | 


— 
— 
* 


K ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth all 
&« the imaginations of the thoughts ; 31 uf thou 
« ſeek Him, He will be found of thee; but if 
« thou. forſake Him, He will caſt thee off for- 
« eyer *,” Had there been any difficulty in 
the precept, the father would have explained 
it to his ſon; but as he could not fail of com- 
prehending it, he dwells longer upon the 1 
duty ſubjoined ; for had he ſwerved from i 
that, it would have been of fatal conſe- 
quence; a defect in practice being much 
more dangerous than an error in the under- 
ſtanding. But the prophet predicts +, that 
under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, our © know- 
« ledge,” and duty to God, would need no 
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* 1 Chron, xxviii. 9. Jerem. xxxi. 34. 
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3 comment 


comment to make it clear and practicable. 
4% For this is the covenant that I will make 
with the houſe of Ifrael, after thoſe days, 
4 ſaith the Lord, I will put my Laws into 


* rr ¼. . . eS 


( 14 ) 


e their mind, and write them in their hearts, 


0 and I will be to them a God, and they 
4 ſhall be to me a people ; and they ſhall not 


« teach every man his neighbour, and every 
* man his brother; ſaying, ** know” the Lord, 
for all ſhall © know” me, from the leaſt” to 
« the greateſt,” And the ſame prophet * tells 
us, wherein this knowledge is to be exerciſed ; 
and that it conſiſted in the proper diſcharge 


of the relative duties of life. For, ſpeaking of 


the good reign of Joſiah, King of Judah, he 
ſays, He did judgment and juftice; he 


judged the cauſe of the poor and needy; was 
not this to know me,” faith the Lord ?” 


Similar to this, is the whole tenor of the 


Goſpel: © Hereby do we know, that we 


« know” him, if we keep his Commandments. 
“ Beloved, let us love one another, for Love 
*« is of God, and every one that loveth, is 


e born of God, and uo knoweth” God ＋* The 


i Jerrm. xxii. 15, « „„ John 1 ii. 3. iv. 7. 


object 


. 


/ 


| object of a Chriſtian's worthip, and the know- 
| ledge of God, as far as it relates to any moral 


and practical purpoſe, 1s ſo clear and plain, 


that he may with truth affirm, that « he 


t knows,” what he worſhips. But if it be 


multiplied, or if unſcriptural terms be uſed 
to expreſs it by ; if his faith be perplexed, 


and his reaſon confounded, and what ought 
to be known from the Izaſt to the greateſt,” 


be ſo myſterious, as to be underſtood by 


feither; then it may be ſaid of him, © that 
% he worſhips he knows not what.” 


Bur ignorance and ſuperſtition were ſoon 


to give way to truth and reaſon; and theſe 


abuſes to be rectified by a reformation, which 


was then to take place. „The Hour cometh, 


* and now is, ſays our Saviour, when the 


true worſhippers, ſhall worſhip the Father 


in ſpirit and in truth; for the Father 


ce ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip Him.” An end 


was to be put at once to the contention, 
which had produced ſuch heat and animoſity 
between the Jews and Samaritans, The 
Temple of Jeruſalem, and the ſervice in it, 
| Which 
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„ 
which God himſelf had inſtituted, was ſoon 
to ceaſe; and all that was to be required, was, 
that men ſhould worſhip the Father, in 
Spirit and in Truth.” To do this effectually, 
there needed neither forms nor ceremonies; 
no ſolemn temples, nor coſtly victims, but 
the offering only of a clean hand, and a pure 
heart. Lord, who ſhall abide in thy Ta- 
0 bernacle ? who ſhall dwell on thy holy hill? 
He that walketh uprightly, and worketh 
_ * righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the truth from 
* his heart. He that hath uſed no deceit in 
« his tongue, nor done evil to his neighbour, 
and hath not ſlandered his neighbour. He 
« that ſetteth not by himſelf, but is lowly in 
6 his own eyes, and maketh much of them 
4 that fear the Lord. He that ſweareth to 
« his neighbour, and diſappointeth him not, 
* though it were to his own hindrance. He 
« that hath not given his money upon uſury, 
« nor taken reward againſt the innocent; 
% whoſo doeth theſe things ſhall never fall.” 
The worſhip of this man is acceptable, and 
he it is that frequents the Tabernacle of 
the Lord, in Spirit, anda in Truth. 

OS HAviNG 


„ 
 HavinG fully conſidered the ſeveral points, 
which were the ſubje&s of our Saviour's diſ- 


courſe, with the woman of Samaria, I ſhall. 


make a few remaks upon it, and conclude. 


FIRST, It follows from what has been aid. 
That it is to no purpoſe to be zealous for 
the place, or ceremonies of worſhip, when the 


_ doctrines of it are erroneous; much leſs to 


plead antiquity for the continuance of what 
ought never to have been admitted. For if 


length of time can ſanctify abuſes, and age 


make error venerable, the Church of Rome 
has a plea to urge, which no one that has re- 
formed from her, candiſpute : For in this caſe, 
her precedence would be her greateſt Honour. 
But if there be ſtill a Church of greater anti- 

quity than them all, a glorious Church, 

not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, 
but holy and without blemiſh,” which has 
Truth itſelf for its author, and ſalvation for its 
end, ſit is this Chriſtian Church we ſhould be 
zealous for, wherever is its place, and who- 
ever worſhips in it, Nor need its faithful 


members ever fear that any Danger can befal 


it. 
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„ 
it. What force or power can aſſail that fa- 
bric, © which is built upon the foundation of 
te of the Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being 
« the chief corner ſtone ?” The Danger is 
not from without, but within. n gates of 
Hell will not prevail againſt it. But if 
« any man build upon this foundation, wood, 
* hay, or ſtubble” if any man debaſe the 
« Scriptures, by adding to them abſurdities in 
A doctrine, or | ſuperſtitions in practice, his 
« work ſhall be made manifeſt ; for the day 
% ſhall declare it; becauſe it ſhall be revealed 2 
e by fire, and the fire oy try. every man's 
work of what ſort it is.” 


I. OuR Saviour has predicted, a reforma- 
tion would take place in the public worſhip ; 
and a day would come, when the true 
« worſhippers, would worſhip the Father, in \ 
Spirit, and in Truth.“ That this was not 
done in ſuch purity as it ought, even in the 
Jewiſh Church, which God's own right hand \ 
had planted, appears from the hypocriſy and 
ſuperſtition, with which the Jews were ſo 


1 juſtly charged. Much leſs was it done in 
Samaris, 


5 TT} _ 

$amaria, es where they worſhiped Idols in 
« company with Jehovah.” The progreſs 
that Divine Truth made, during the miniſtry 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is aſtoniſhing. 


The corruptions; however, which ſoon fol- 
| Jowed, are too well known to need any re- 


mark. The enemy ſowed tares among the 


« good ſeed; which grew and increaſed 


wonderfully, The revival of learning brings 
us to the æra of the Reformation, when the 


Light of Truth broke forth again, and held 


religion to our view ; not indeed clad in her 
brighteſt attire, but diſgraced with too many 
of the tawdry ornaments with which Chriſtian 
Idolaters had diſguiſed her. Much was then 


done, but much ſtill remains to be done. 


That Churches, as well as individuals have 


not erred, is too much for human frailty to 


aſſume. We are allowed“ to fay, that 


the Church of Jeruſalem, of Antioch, of 
cc Alexandria, of Rome, have erred.” And 


if we do not arrogate to © ourſelves” that 

infallibility, which was the cauſe of our ſe- 
paration from the latter, We” may have 
| we n But if candour will Sands 


1 | „ 


„ 


* 


us to ſee our errors, and if we have good 
| ſenſe to correct them, we may be in time to 


avoid the Fate that now awaits the See of 


Rome, which is tottering to its very baſis, by 


the weight of its own corruptions. And 
this we may be aſſured of, that God will 


never ſuffer his Truth to fail.“ For if 


amidſt the general revolt of his own People, 
who were purpoſely ſet apart to worſhip Him, 
6c he reſerved unto Himſelf, ſeven thouſand 
& knees, which had not bowed to Baal.“ will 


that prophecy remain unfulfilled, which ex- 


preſsly ſays, © that the time was coming, 
« when the true worſhippers ſhould worſhip. 
*« the Father, in Spirit, and in Truth?“ 


LasTLY.—I have only to add, that we, of 


this enlightened age and nation, who © make 
our boaſt of God, and profeſs to know his 


* will and approve the things that are more ex- 
« cellent.” That we, be careful to let our prac- 
tice keep pace with our knowledge; that in 
our belief we * hold faſt the Faith, once 

« delivercd to the Saints,” which was given to 
them in a very ſhort ſummary ; © To believe 


„Thee 


1 


| # Thee to be the only te God, and h. 


whom thou has ſent, to be the Chriſt ; and 
that in our worſhip, we be in the number of. 
thoſe, whoin the text, are ſtiled « the only 
« true worſhippers ; who worſhip the Fa- 


e ther, in Spirit, and in Truth.” Thus our 
Light will fo ſhine before Men, that they 
will on at our EE ather which is in Heaven. 


To whom be aſcribed all Honour, Power, 
Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, henceforth 


a for « ever. 
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